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How to ensure your investments are as secure as they can be

We have been in a rising market for over a decade. In fact, 
after the ‘Global Financial Crisis’, or ‘GFC’ in 2009, one of 
the major US indices, the Dow Jones rose by nearly 4 times 
through to the end of January 2020. You will have seen this 
strong rise in your Britannia Financial investments through 
this period, especially if you were in one of the funds which 
holds a large number of growth assets, or equities (stocks 
and shares). 

Is this rise going to continue?
When it comes to investing, the one thing we can all be 
sure of is this: No-one can predict when the markets will go 
up or go down – we have seen record daily increases and 
record daily drops even in the last couple of weeks. No one 
can predict the best times to buy or sell. While it’s not as hit 
and miss as that may sound, it’s safe to say that investing is 
more an art than a science.  

So, where does that leave the investor today?
While the Dow Jones has risen considerably since 2009, 
most commentators were advising not to expect the 
same stellar returns over the next few years as we’ve 
had previously, even before recent events. And they still 
generally remain optimistic and upbeat, about the medium 
and long term. Remaining optimistic about the future is 
always good advice, for all of us, and there are a number of 
studies which link optimism with better health outcomes 
and longevity. 

There are many factors which influence the market, and 
some are completely unpredictable until they happen. For 
example, the Coronavirus. The virus itself is unpredictable, 
but a good fund manager and prudent financial advice will 
help you weather the storm. The trick is to make sure you 
talk to your adviser before you make any decisions about 
your investment. 

Three ways to ensure your investments are as safe as  
they can be
If you think you’re in the wrong fund or you have any 
concerns about your investment, you should do three things.

1. Stay in touch with your Britannia adviser  
If you have any questions, no matter how small, contact 
your adviser and talk the matter through – it won’t cost 
you anything except your time. It’s their job to ensure  
that you are in the right Britannia fund for your needs  
and tolerance for risk, so if you are unsure give them a  
call today. 

2. Make sure you have a well-diversified portfolio 
invested in the right funds to suit your needs 
Having a well-diversified portfolio means that you will not 
be over-exposed to any one particular economy, industry, 
company or asset class. At Britannia we don’t invest our 
clients’ money in speculative opportunities and what we 
refer to as ‘flavour of the month’ investments. If it sounds 
too good to be true – then it probably is. Instead, we 
invest in broadly diversified (by geography, industry and 
company) portfolios of underlying investment assets.

3. Don’t panic   
When it comes to investing, the worst thing you can do 
is panic. Knee-jerk reactions will, more than likely, be a 
mistake.  Britannia Financial is here to help. Our expert 
financial advisers will assist you with your retirement 
planning and guide you through the volatile world of 
investment calmly, professionally and profitably. 



Are you looking forward to your retirement 
with enthusiasm, confidence, concern or with 
trepidation? Britannia can help you enjoy your 
retirement years, hopefully even more than you 
enjoyed your twenties.
Retirement was added to the lexicon less than one hundred 
years ago. Relatively speaking, it’s still a shiny, new concept 
in the working life of mankind. And, if you’re prepared for it, 
you could enjoy it more than you enjoyed your youth, after 
all you should know yourself and what you want a lot better 
by now. 

The first New Zealand Labour Government was elected in 
1935 and in 1938, they introduced the Social Security Act. 
Within that original Social Security Act, was the provision of 
a universal and not means-tested Superannuation available 
to retirees from the age of 65. This Superannuation is still 
available today. 

There has never been an official retirement age in  
New Zealand. However, this policy shaped the idea that you 
would retire from the workforce, at the age of 65, and it’s 
from here that the concept of ‘retirement’ grew. 

We know from experience that our clients look forward to  
doing things such as travel, sport, and being actively 
involved with their grandchildren when they retire. And 
that’s just for starters.  But they are also addressing the 
tougher questions, such as what happens when they are no 
longer able to live independently. 

There is so much to think about when it comes to retirement 
now but possibly the biggest consideration is how to pay  
for it.

Do we have your correct PIR?

We recently contacted you to check that the current 
Prescribed Investor Rate (PIR) we hold for you is correct, and 
what to do if you need to change it. 

It’s important to let us know your correct PIR so that we can 
calculate how much tax we need to pay on your investment 
income, on your behalf.

If you need to check your PIR rate you can use our 
simple calculator which is available on our website at 
britanniafinancial.co.nz/financial-calculators, or visit the 
IRD website at ird.givt.nz for more information. You can 
also contact us directly on 0800 500 811 or email us at 
investments@britanniafinancial.co.nz.  

Our Authorised Financial Adviser Disclosure Statements are available on request and free of charge. Call 0800 500 811. The Product Disclosure 
Statement for the Britannia Retirement Scheme is available from the scheme’s issuer, Britannia Financial Services Ltd at www.britanniafinancial.co.nz

As a trusted expert in financial matters who’s dedicated to your prosperity, there are many reasons we need to stay 
in touch with you. If any of your details have changed, please take a moment to let us know.

Contact us at investments@britanniafinancial.co.nz or call us on 0800 500 811.

Have we got your current details?

3 Ways to make retirement your best time ever.

1. Contact Britannia  
Britannia can help. It’s our mission to get to know you.  
To find out who you are as a person, and what’s  
important to you when it comes to your retirement 
planning. You may not have all the answers yet, but we 
will work with you to put together the best possible plan 
to help you achieve the financial goals which will allow 
you to live your life, on your terms, once you do retire.

2. Download and read our free Retirement  
Planning Guide  
Our free Retirement Planning Guide includes a handy 
budgeting calculator to get you started. Simply fill visit 
us at britanniafinancial.co.nz/financial-planning/free-
retirement-planning-guide, fill in the form and the guide 
will be in your email inbox a few moments later. It’s a 
good start to getting an idea of the cost of retirement.

3. Read our article called ‘How much does  
retirement cost?’  
This article will also help you determine how much  
your retirement might cost, plus some tips on how to 
bridge the gap between the actual cost versus  
New Zealand Superannuation. You’ll find it on our 
website at britanniafinancial.co.nz/news.

The 21st Century is one of the best times to be retired 
3 Ways to make retirement your best years ever


